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Unit Planning at the Initial Level Rubric


	Element
	Not met/0
	Partially Met/1*
	Met/2
	Exceeds/3*

	I.          Introduction

	Cover page
	(Must be present and complete for the unit to be scored.)

	1.Overview and rationale

Score______
	The overview or rationale is missing or vague.
	The topic and scope are presented. The rationale is general. 
	The overview is clear. The rationale is somewhat related to students’ real-life experiences.
	The overview is clear and the rationale relates to students’ real-life experiences at a specific level.

	II. Subject matter outline



	2. Grade level

Score______
	Information is limited to or below the level of the intended grade level. 
	Information extends somewhat beyond the intended grade level but is relatively limited in depth and scope.
	Information extends well beyond the grade level of the students.
	Information extends well beyond the grade level of the students and accounts for varied degrees of prior knowledge and/or interests on the parts of the students.

	3.Accuracy and scope

Score______


	Information is limited and sparse or includes few important terms.
	Information is accurate and includes some important terms but is presented for a limited range of subtopics.
	Information is accurate, covers an appropriate range of subtopics, is detailed, and includes most important terms and definitions.
	Information is accurate, covers an appropriate range of subtopics, is detailed, includes all critical terms and definitions, and crosses disciplines.

	4. 

Organization

Score______
	Information is disorganized.
	Information is adequately organized.
	Information is organized and clearly delineates superordinate, equivalent, and subordinate relationships within the topic. 
	Information is organized and clearly delineates superordinate, equivalent, and subordinate relationships within the topic and across related disciplines.

	III. Goals, Standards and Objectives


	5. Goals

Score______
	Goals are missing, vague, or inappropriate for the intended students.
	Some goals are appropriate for the intended students and are written in correct form but do not cover the topic adequately.
	Goals are appropriate for the intended students; are written in correct form; and cover a variety of concepts, skills, and attitudes. 
	Goals are appropriate for the intended students; are written in correct form; and cover a variety of concepts, skills, and attitudes across disciplines.

	6. Objectives

Score______

	Objectives do not include the three required components and/or are not connected to goals.


	Some objectives are written correctly and are connected with the goals. Objectives do not cover the goals adequately.
	Most objectives are written correctly and are connected with the goals.  Objectives cover the goals adequately.
	All objectives are written correctly and are connected with the goals.  Objectives cover the goals adequately and incorporate different learning domains and/or levels of thinking.

	7. Standards

Score______
	No or inconsistent reference is made to state or national standards.
	There is at least one state performance indicator per objective. 
	Both state and national performance indicators are cross-referenced to the objectives. 
	Both state and national performance indicators are cross-referenced to the objectives and have clear and insightful relevance to the objectives. 

	IV. Possible Methods of Starting a Unit



	8.Methods    

   used to   

   introduce  

  unit and 

  engage 

  students

Score______
	There are fewer than 3 ways to start the unit or those included are unclear, minimally motivating, or not related to unit goals. Explanation for selecting starting methods is missing or does not relate to students’ life experiences.  
	There are at least three clear and valid ways to introduce the unit.  Explanation for selecting starting methods relates minimally to students’ life experiences.  
	There are at least three clear, valid, and motivating ways to introduce the unit.  Explanation for selecting starting methods relates to students’ life experiences.  
	There are at least five clear, valid, and highly motivating ways to introduce the unit. Explanation for selecting starting methods reveals strong relevancy to students’ life experiences.  

	V. Possible Activities



	9. Clarity 
    and

completeness
 Score______
	There are fewer than 5 activities.  Activities are too general or unclear to guide lesson implementation.  Activities do not assist students in recognizing unifying concepts and expanding their understanding of such schemata within the unit topic.
	There are at least 5 activities that are described clearly enough to guide students during lesson implementation.  At least 3 of the activities incorporate ways to assist students in recognizing unifying concepts and expanding their understanding of such schemata within the unit topic.


	There are at least 5 activities all of which are clear enough for another practitioner to use. At least 4 of the activities incorporate ways to assist students in recognizing unifying concepts and expanding their understanding of such schemata within the unit topic.
	There are at least 5 activities, all of which are clear enough for another practitioner to use. All of the activities incorporate ways to assist students in recognizing unifying concepts and expanding their understanding of such schemata across and within disciplines.

	10. Applicability for all pupils

Score______
	Activities are not appropriate for students who have literacy, sensorimotor, or social problems.
	At least 3 of the activities are appropriate for students who have literacy, sensorimotor, or social problems.   
	All of the activities are appropriate for students who have literacy, sensorimotor, or social problems. Some details have been thought out to accommodate the needs of such students.

	Details of all activities have been thought out to accommodate the needs of students who have literacy, sensorimotor, or social problems.

	11.  

 Computer

technology

in teaching

Score______
	Students’ use of computer technology is not included, is not planned clearly enough to be used by another teacher, or does not address stated objectives.
	Students’ use of computer technology is planned clearly enough to be used by another teacher, but is planned for a very limited number of stated objectives or is limited to workbook-like activities that could as easily be done without technology.
	Multiple activities are planned clearly enough to be used by another teacher and incorporate students’ use of appropriate computer technology to achieve stated objectives.   
	Multiple activities are planned  clearly enough to be used by another teacher,  incorporate students’ use of appropriate online computer technology to achieve stated objectives, and engage students in constructing knowledge.

	VI. Culminating Project



	12. Projects 

      for
     wrapping 
     up the 
     unit

Score______
	Project is described unclearly, is highly limited in scope, or incorporates fewer than three ways for students to demonstrate learning.
	Project is described clearly, addresses two or more goals and objectives, and incorporates at least two ways for students to demonstrate learning.
	Project is described clearly, addresses four or more goals and objectives, and incorporates at least three ways for students to demonstrate learning.
	Project is described clearly, addresses four or more goals and objectives from different learning standards and/or disciplines, and incorporates more than three ways for students to demonstrate learning.

	VII. Evaluation



	13. Ways to 

      evaluate   

      students’  

      learning

Score______
	Plans include 1 or 2 evaluation instruments that cover a limited range of goals and objectives, that use a limited number and/or type of evaluation item, and/or that contain errors in materials presented to the students.
	Plans include 3 or more evaluation instruments that cover an adequate range of goals and objectives and that use different types of evaluation items.
	Plans include 3 or more evaluation instruments that cover an adequate range of goals and objectives and that use different types of evaluation items. At least one form of authentic evaluation is used. Most aspects of evaluation are valid for the goals and objectives being measured.
	Plans include 3 or more evaluation instruments that cover an adequate range of goals and objectives and that use different types of evaluation items.  Two or more forms of authentic evaluation are used. All aspects of evaluation are valid for the goals and objectives being measured.

	VIII. Resources



	14. References

 Score______

	References are missing, incomplete, irrelevant, or contain many APA errors.
	Limited references are listed and relevant.  There may be some errors in APA format.
	A variety of relevant references is included. There are no or minimal APA errors.
	A comprehensive list of references crossing 2 or more disciplines is included. There are no or minimal APA errors.

	15. General resources

Score______ 
	Resources are missing, incomplete, or irrelevant. 
	Resources are listed and relevant. Resources are generally limited in number and type.
	Resources are numerous, relevant, and varied in type.
	Resources are numerous, relevant to 2 or more disciplines, and varied in type.



	16. Technology

resources

Score______
	Technology resources are missing or only one general-use technology resource is listed.
	One topic-specific technology resource is listed or there are 2 or more general-use technology resources.
	A variety of topic-specific and general use technology references is presented. 
	In addition to general use technology resources, there is a comprehensive list of topic-specific technology resources crossing more than one discipline.


Examples are given for criteria marked with an asterisk (*).
Competency = a minimum score on each element of 1 (pre-student teaching)

Course:  ________________                Date of Evaluation:  ________________

Total Score:  _______

Signature of Evaluator:  ______________________________________________________________________
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